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The book starts out with a prologue, telling about Artemis Fowl’s genius mind, how villainous he is, and saying that he almost begins a cross-species war. It is then that chapter one begins. Artemis is being driven in a limo by his loyal, large manservant named Butler, to meet an adversary named Nguyen.  When they arrive, they walk to a restaurant in which a waiter greets them. Though Nguyen thinks he has Artemis tricked by disguising himself as the waiter, Artemis easily points out that the waiter is Nguyen and makes him sit down.  The only reason Nguyen obeys Artemis’s orders is because of Butler, the large man with currently more than one hundred different ways of killing a man.
Artemis starts negotiating with his adversary. He asks about a small golden book. Nguyen hands Artemis a picture of a green hand and explains that there is a drunken healer in a small lane that has a copy of it. All three of them go into the limo and head off to the lane. Once they get there, Artemis finds that the healer is actually a fairy. He makes a deal with the fairy and copies all of the forty-seven pages of the book. 
When Artemis gets home, he starts figuring out how to decode the Gnommish text. It is very similar to Egyptian writing, so he messes around for a little bit. Later, he manages to get the first page decoded; Butler does the rest.  Once Artemis has read the entire decoded book, he decides that he wants to capture a fairy.
It then changes to another side, introducing a whole new main character. The new character’s name is Holly Short, currently a Captain in LEPrecon, the fairy police. She is a fairy, and is the first girl to be in the LEPrecon forces. Her commander, Commander Julius Root, is very hard on her for the fact that she is the first girl. The chapter begins with her going to the LEP station, but when she starts getting close, her captain sees and yells at her. He has a mission for her, and that mission is to stop a wild troll. Holly goes and puts the troll to sleep, and then her captain comes up with a crew coming to pick the troll up. When he gets there, he notices that her magic is low, so he tells her to perform “the ritual”. While Holly is performing the ritual, though, Artemis and Butler come and kidnap her.
Commander Root became furious. He then sets out to go and save Holly, locating her by a tracking signal on her badge. Little does Root know; Artemis put the badge inside an old, deserted whaler and let the ship go. So, Root tracked the badge down on the ship. Once he gets to the room in the very middle of the ship, all that is there is Holly’s badge, and a plastic bomb!
What happens to Julius, Holly, and the Fowl gang? To find out, read the rest on your own!

