
Origins of the Cold War

Key Phrases
- “Ironically, even thought the UN was intended to promote peace, it soon became an arena in which the two superpowers competed.”

SIGNIFICANCE: This is a key point in understanding the war. Without it, the reader would not realize the dishonesty and insincerity of the two nations’ leaders toward each other at the time.
- “Superpowers Struggle over Germany”


SIGNIFICANCE: The truth in this phrase is great. Germany was the host of many significant events of the Cold War, the Berlin airlift among them.
Q & A

WHY did the United States and Russia suddenly become such bitter rivals? This is simply due to their drastically different goals for the future. While the Soviet Union valued communism, Americans looked to capitalistic principles. These different ideals are practically opposites, and therefore could not coexist peacefully.
WHAT IF Joseph Stalin never created the blockade that caused America and Great Britain to start the Berlin airlift? There would perhaps have been less havoc and fighting in Germany, however, the airlift yielded a great reward. Because of America’s demonstration of its will to help other nations through the airlift, its reputation and good standing was boosted throughout the world. It also increased Western European countries’ fear of the Soviets. This helped to later form the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, which played a major role in the Cold War.

The Berlin Airlift


------------------------------------


Joseph Stalin attempted to take over the part of Berlin that the Western powers held by creating a blockade. In turn, America and Great Britain launched the Berlin airlift in attempt to break through Stalin’s blockade.





The Marshall Plan


--------------------------------------


The situation of Western European countries was dire, and many of their people were homeless and living in refugee camps. The Marshall Plan supplied those countries with the money they needed to get back on their feet, and begin to flourish once more.








