"The Whaler" by Thrice

My lover's arms
Well they beg me to stay
I know the stars
They will sweep me away


My daughter's eyes
They are two tiny seas
Whose water will rise
And they will run down her cheeks


Father where do you go?
So far out upon the sea
When are you coming home

To me?


Darling, why do you leave?
The north wind begins to blow
Will you be coming home

To me?


The boat and the plank
They are all that I know
The sea calls my name
And so I must go


While they still sleep
I slip out the door
How can I leave when

My anchor's ashore


Father where do you go?
It's farther than I can see
When are you coming home

To me?


Darling, why do you leave?
The north wind begins to blow
Will you be coming home

To me?
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Ballad Examination


“The Whaler” is a decent example of a ballad, as it has three of the four (or even possibly all of the four) common conventions of a ballad. The conventions which I am positive that it has are incremental repetition, question and answer format, and conventional phrases.

The song’s incremental repetition can be seen in the choruses. Within each chorus it is asked “Father where do you go?” but the following line changes in the second chorus. The presence of a question and answer format amidst “The Whaler” is even more evident and solid. Both choruses contain the questions “Father where do you go?” “Darling why do you leave?” and “Will you be coming home to me?”, while each verse seems to at least partially answer these questions. Finally, the conventional phrases are apparent as well. “How can I leave when my anchor’s ashore?” perhaps suggests that the character has some strong mental or emotional attachment to their home. Along with the addition of a preceding line “The sea calls my name and so I must go” – which hints to some subliminal call to leave his home – it can be insinuated that the character is quarrelling with himself in regards to his departure, but that ultimately he will leave regardless of anything that should happen.

The song is a small story consisting of three characters. The role of the narrator alternates between these three characters throughout the course of the song. These characters would be the father, the daughter, and the “lover” or “darling”, whom we can guess to be the mother. The father looks as if he will be leaving the mother and daughter to go out to sea, perhaps unwillingly, and in each chorus the daughter and mother ask where he goes and when/whether or not he will be returning. The father seems to be the one narrating the verses, telling of how he must leave, while the daughter narrates the first stanza of each chorus in question, and the mother narrates the second stanza of each chorus so, as well.
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In my embrace
He rests penitent
Known through his face
Night will take him, merciless

My father's eyes
They are vacant as stone
What do they hide
That they wish to atone?



Darling, your worries show
But not long and they will free
Soon then will I be home
With you

Daughter, don’t fear for me
I’ll be back before you know
Soon then will I be home

With you

The deck and the mast
They are all that he knows
The sea calls him fast
And so he must go


While I try to sleep
I hear at the door
A footstep, a creak
That trails to the shore



Darling, your worries show
I can’t know when it will be
Soon then will I be home
With you

Daughter, don’t fear for me
I’ll be back before you know
Soon then will I be home

With you
