Brandon Smith

Poetry Evaluation IV
Title:



Farewell, Ungrateful Traitor!
Author:


John Dryden
Literal Paraphrase:
The narrator, who is assumedly a woman, says goodbye to someone that has betrayed, lied to, and hurt her. She says that she will never believe a man again. Control over her was more pleasurable to the man than expression of love, but his control was short-lived, and the resulting pain lasted too long to be worthwhile. The narrator begins speaking of an “us,” who the man deceives when they pity him and deserts when they love him, making them angry. She says that the woman who was deceived will never love again. She explains that the man faked passion in order to gain control, but once control was lost, he scorned the one who he controlled. Finally she says that “they” assess his love according to their own until theirs is no more, and that dying is pleasing when life is painful.
Theme(s) ~

Author’s Message:
Control, betrayal, deceit, and the product of such. The effects of one man’s boundless pursuit of his desire for control left him unsatisfied, and critically (eternally, perhaps) injured those who he manipulated to meet his own ends.
Favorite Line:
“But ‘tis too short a blessing, / And love too long a pain.”
~Why:
These are my favorite lines because they emphasize upon the pointlessness and irrationality of the man’s pursuit of control. The lines explain that the price of such a temporary delight is too high to be worth realizing.
Poetic Techniques:

Parallelism








“But what has been, has been, and I have had my hour.”





Rhyme Scheme: ABABCCCB




“…us




…pain,




…us




…gain.
…it,
…it,
…it
…again.”
New Title:


The Price of Puppetry
Personal Response:
I do not like this poem very well, due in part to my inability to fully understand it. I do, though, also dislike it because of the negative perspective it yields immediately and throughout the entirety of the poem. In my opinion, it seemed like a piece that one would write simply to rid oneself of suppressed resentment.
