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Title:



Happy The Man
Author:


John Dryden
Literal Paraphrase:
The narrator says that any man is happy, but is happy alone, when he is confidently able to call a day his own and to do as he likes with it. The narrator expresses his thought that the past joys of his life will always be with him in his memory, and nothing – not even Heaven – can change his memory. In the last line of the poem, he seems to be saying that he has spent enough time on himself, and stops doing only as he pleases.
Theme(s) ~

Author’s Message:
Self-contentment and/or selfishness; time. What one does for oneself pleases them and them alone. What one experiences and does becomes inerasable – a permanent piece of the past. For this reason might one do something which they have frequently wanted to do, but refrained from doing so due to the nonsensicality of the action. This seems to be the narrator’s suggestion.
Favorite Line:
“The joys I have possessed, in spite of fate, are mine. / Not Heaven itself upon the past has power,”
~Why:
These are my favorite lines because they describe an apparent truth that some people, it seems, utilize as a reason for their actions. Also, the theme of an inalterable past shows here, and can be drawn in likeness to a similar, recurring theme in 1984.
Poetic Techniques:

Parallelism








“But what has been, has been, and I have had my hour.”





Rhyme Scheme: AABBCCDD




“…alone,




…own:




…say,




…today.
…shine

…mine.

…power,

…hour.”
New Title:


To Claim Nothing
Personal Response:
I did not necessarily like nor dislike this poem. Not much in particular caught my interest about its theme or content. I did, however, find it interesting that a subtheme within this poem was comparable to a main theme of 1984.
