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Title:



Song from Marriage-A-La-Mode

Author:


John Dryden
Literal Paraphrase:

The narrator asks why the ties of her marriage that began

long ago should remain when there is no more passion or love between the wed. She says that the couple loved each other as long as they could, but because pleasure – the basis of their marriage – no longer existed between them, their marriage is futile. She explains that she thinks there is no wrong in divorce if she is able to love more, and he is not. In her opinion, because neither of them can satisfy or help the other any longer, all that they can do by trying to keep each other from someone else is hurt themselves.
Theme(s) ~

Author’s Message:

Penitence or foolishness. A marriage formed of temporary





or finite qualities or attractions is bound to and should

“fall” apart or end so that new ones may begin. Also, to

begin such a marriage is foolish and unwise of those

involved.

Favorite Line:

“But our marriage is dead when the pleasure is fled: /

‘Twas pleasure first made it an oath.”


 ~Why:

These are my favorite lines because they inform the reader





of the central fault of not only the narrator’s marriage, but





also of a great many marriages of the past, present, and





future.

Poetic Techniques:

Alliteration: Repetition of Consonant Sounds





Example from the poem: “We loved, and we loved, as long
as we could,”





Rhyme Scheme: ABABCDDC





“…vow





…made





…now





…decayed





…





…both





…dead …fled





…oath.”

New Title:


(An) Ignorant Promise
Personal Response:

I dislike this poem, as it is ridden by pessimism (or

negativity) and slight monotony. However I do agree with

the narrator’s perspective that a couple wed solely for the

sake of pleasure is foolishness.
