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Examples of Medieval Romance in Once and Future King
When you think of Medieval Romance, you think of boring love stories of two people and how they love each other right? Well, that is not totally correct. Medieval Romance has much more involved; Kings and their knights fight for the love of woman, but at the same time they fight for the strong thoughts that the kings want carried on throughout the land. Once and Future King is full of stories of knights chasing after women, fighting for Chivalry, and idealizing worlds. For instance, the novel, Once and Future King by T. H. White, is an effective example of medieval romance, because it includes chivalry, uses of disguises, good vs. evil, and idealized worlds. Idealized worlds are represented throughout this novel using stories of fighting for Chivalry, snow, and flying.

Idealized worlds are representative of Medieval Romance in that they display what the idea of a perfect world was. Untouched snow is a very prestige sight; "It was Christmas night in the Castle of the Forest Sauvage, and all around the castle the snow lay as it ought to lie. It hung heavily on the battlements, like thick icing on a very good cake, and in a few convenient places it modestly turned itself into the clearest icicles of the greatest possible length. (White 137) The snow layed on the ground perfectly on a desolate winter night. There wasn't a single footprint in the snow surrounding the castle; not one animal was stirring. These scenes just make you want to put steps in it, because it seems that nothing can be perfect. Birds also experience the sky, a very peaceful and ideal place to soar, and the Wart gets his chance to fly, and "the moment he had left the earth, the wind had vanished. Its restlessness and brutality had dropped away as if cut off by a knife. He was in it, and at peace." (166) For birds, flying was the ultimate freedom. When birds are in the air, they can fly anywhere, and do anything. The idea of chivalry is to defend virgins, and to fight like gentlemen; King Arthur told "...the knights in [his] order [to] ride all over the world, still dressed in steel and [whack] away with their swords." (248) King Arthur envisioned a world of his knights prancing around saving women,  and standing up for those who have been knocked down. Unfortunately, the Knights of the Round Table fought for competition, with who could do the best deeds. In addition to idealized worlds, another way Once and Future King shows Medieval Romance is by the use of disguises.

The disguise of physical appearance and emotion run rampant throughout the novel providing a grand sense of medieval romance. Sir Grummore and Sir Palomides showed their true emotion when they decided that "We could scarcely dress as the beast." to show their humor towards Sir Ector. (267) They disguised their physical appearance, but revealed more of their emotions. It was unfortunate how disguising themselves, they actually attracted the real beast, and were unable to show Sir Ector how they felt in a manor in which they were not disguised. Lancelot became a mess, and thought that by saying "I don't want to make love to Elaine." (392) he would become more sane. Even though he said that he didn't want to make love to Elaine, he still ended up making love to who he thought was Guenever, behind his best friends back, only to figure out that it was actually Elaine, making him even more of a mess. However, would Lancelot have truly acted much differently had he known it was really Elaine? Lancelot showed his true emotions, completely undisguised himself and showing all how chivalrous he was.

Chivalry is a continuous characteristic running throughout this book, as Lancelot does chivalrous things to steal the love of Guenever. Guenever is in trouble, "Thank you for coming to fast and so bravely" (502) she says as Lancelot came quickly to her rescue.  In this quote Guenever has been captured by Sir Meliagrance, but somehow she manages to get a letter out to Lancelot to let him know that she in trouble. As soon as Lancelot gets this news he puts on his armour and heads off to save Guenever. Later in the book Lancelot is getting ready for a jousting tournament and speaking about it to his love Guenever, "That is what I have been getting ready for, it is what Arthur invented the Round Table for" (351). Lancelot is the greatest knight is the world and is part of King Arthur's Round Table and in order to keep the honor of the best knight he has to do very well in all of his tilting or jousting matches. He has been preparing for this tournament for a while and it is time for him to prove that he the best knight. The most important thing to King Arthur is his Round Table and his theory of Might vs. Right, "I don't think things ought to be done because you are able to do them. I think they should be done because you ought to do them (246). Might vs. Right is what King Arthur has been preaching about. Things should only be done if necessary and are the right thing to do, not because a person wants the feeling of might that he just achieved something big. Chivalry is why Arthur's table and theory of might and right was such a big deal in the times Arthur was king. While, as Chivalry plays a big role, Good vs. Evil is another important part in this novel.

The never-ending onslaught of morals and opinion wage on between what some say is good, or others will say is evil within this Medieval Romance. When Sir Ector greeted Merlyn he immediately began to question him.  " 'Ah, a magician,' said Sir Ector, putting on his glasses and examining Merlyn. 'White magic, I hope?' 'Assuredly' [Answered Merlyn] (38-39) Sir Ectors immediate question of Merlyn's morals showed his concern, and insecurity, with 
magic users. Sir Ector then trusted Merlyn enough to let him be the Wart's teacher. A man named Lionel explains how "Morals, ... are a form of insanity." (443) The statement is quite true adding to it that morals are also what keep us sane in the first place. Telling ourselves constantly that we're messing up is bound to have some sort of affect. Disguises are just one example of the many portions needed to create a successful Medieval Romance.


Once and Future King is full of wondrous stories; explaining Chivalry through Lancelot, Use of Disguises in the questing beast, Good vs. Evil with Merlin, and Idealized worlds using the knights of the round table. These characteristics all changed the ideals and morals of the characters in the novel, and provided an excellent example of Medieval Romance. Using these stories about Chivalry, Use of Disguises, Idealized Worlds, and Good vs. Evil, Once and Future King is used as an effective example of Medieval Romance.
