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Back in the 1800’s, teaching welcomed women to the profession. Early in the pioneering of female teachers, there were no schools to formally train the teachers so they would be capable of teaching. Eventually, “Teacher Schools” were founded, and allowed women to attain teaching licenses. The Maria Grey Training College was the first official college for teachers. As the number of training schools increased, so did the demand for teachers. After the Education Act of 1870, the demand was at an all time high, and teaching young children became a matronly role for women of the time. Even after being trained, some schools preferred unlicensed women because they were more “malleable” and were more adaptable to the teaching style the owner of the school wanted. By the end of the century, over 40% of women had not taken the licensing exam for teachers, thus they were not licensed. During this time, women started asking for better schools, and more rights. Soon after, they started running for administrative roles on the school board, unfortunately for women, gender bias was still greatly influential in society.
